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Ramanuja and Koorthazhwar went to Saraswati
Bhandar (a library) in Kashmu to learn advanced
knowledge from the famous book Bodhayanavritti
which was the sole book available Compelled by his
disciples to leave Smangam, Ramanuja went to Melkote
and stayed there for a long time spreading Vaishnavism,
Since he cured the illness of the king's daughter, the king
became his ardent follower
Ramanuja retiieved the idol which the Muslim
filler took away from Melkote At the request of the
devotees, he agreed to make 'wo bronze replicas of
himself and installed them in Snperambudur and
Melkote Living till a ripe age of 120 years and cany ing
out all his spiritual duties, he departed in 1137 AD.
Apart from spelling out 72 spiritual injunctions, he made
74 disciples spread his philosophy. Vaishnavism gained
its stature in his days In the North it had taken roots
through men like Vallabha, Ramananda and Nimbarka.
For Ramanuja, God is not soulless but possesses
auspicious qualities and is free from reprehensible traits.
Devotion is open to all and so he propagated
Saranagathi or surrender as the best and easiest method
to reach God.
In the post-Ramanuja period, the philosophy
underwent slight changes. Two different systems sprang
up-the Thenkalai and Vadakalai-the former being
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